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Mr. Pottle, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, made the following 

REPORT. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom were referred the memorial and 
accompanying papers of Capt. Hiram Paidding, United States navy, 
praying that the proper accounting officers of the treasury may he di¬ 
rected to adjust his accounts and pay him certain sums of money dis¬ 
bursed by him, and specifically set forth in his memorial, have had the 
same under consideration, and a majority of said committee report: 

That the facts of said case, as they appear by the petition and ac¬ 
companying papers, are very clearly set forth in a report made in the 
Senate upon this case in the thirty-third Congress, from which report 
the committee make the following extract: 

“ Captain Paulding was assigned to the command of the new frigate 
St. Lawrence by the Secretary of the Navy in the year 1848, and 
ordered upon special and independent service, having reference to the 
then political difficulties on the continent of Euiope. A copy of the 
Secretary’s order is herewith appended. The difficulties in regard 
to Holstein and Schltswig, and a general revolutionary movement 
throughout Germany, and the pending struggle between Austria and 
Hungary, seemed to call for the presence of a naval force in the north¬ 
ern part of Europe, to which the cruising ground of the Mediterranean 
squadron could not he extended. Under this order the St. Lawrence 
arrived at Southampton in December, 1848, where she was received, 
as the representative of the United States, with distinguished honors 
by all classes of people. The municipal authorities visited the ship, 
and presented to Captain Paulding an engrossed resolution, sealed 
with the seal of the borough of Southampton, passed by them unani¬ 
mously, inviting the officers to a banquet. Upon the landing of the 
first boat from the ship, the British flag from the pier-head was low¬ 
ered, and that of the United States hoisted in its place ; and every 
mark of kindness and honorable welcome in their power was exhibited 
while the ship lay there. It was the first opportunity our raval 
officers ever had of accepting similar attentions from the authorities 
or people of Great Britain upon their own soil. Captain Paulding 
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regarded all these demonstrations not as mere idle or personal civili¬ 
ties, hut as designed to express towards the government of the United 
States those kindly feelings and generous sympathies of the people of 
England which it is manifestly our interest to cultivate, and which he 
did not feel himself justified to disregard. In return for the civilities 
thus extended to his flag and officers, Captain Paulding received the 
visits of the authorities and people of the borough on board the ship, 
and the expense attending the courtesies thus extended was defrayed 
by the purser of the ship, as a proper expenditure in behalf of the 
government under the orders of the memorialist, and amounted to 
the sum of $963 92. 

“ The ship next proceeded through the channel to the North sea, to 
Bremerhaven, the port of Bremen. Here the Archduke of Olden¬ 
burg, with a numerous suite, in accordance with his previous notifica¬ 
tion to Captain Paulding, visited the ship, and wTas received in a 
manner and by an entertainment suitable to his rank ; and succes¬ 
sively the senate of Bremen, with a numerous suite, of from seventy 
to one hundred, and many of the most distinguished persons of Ger¬ 
many, the Queen of Greece, the Duke of Oldenburg, with his royal 
family, and Prince Stephen of Austria, the Baron Yon Gagern, late 
president of the imperial parliament of Frankfort, and Duckwitz, min¬ 
ister of the German marine, were received on board and entertained. 

“ In the summer of 1849 deputations from the Prussian government 
and from the parliament of Frankfort were recommended to Captain 
Paulding, with reference to the formation of a German navy, and 
visited the ship, by which expense was also incurred. 

“The ship thence proceeded to Stockholm. Here Count Platen, 
king’s chamberlain, minister of marine, and the representative of the 
sovereign authority in the absence of the king, with a numerous suite 
of distinguished persons, was received on board and entertained. 

“ The aggregate of expenses thus incurred in the entertainment, on 
board the ship, of these and numerous other visitors, was $3,653 92, 
of which sum the amount of $2,690 was expended in the entertain¬ 
ment of the civil and military officers of the governments of the 
countries visited by the ship, and who were received on board by 
their request. The balance was expended at Southampton, in enter¬ 
taining the municipal authorities and the people of that borough, as 
heretofore stated. 

“ Of the obligation of the government to pay the amount just stated 
your committee do not entertain a doubt. No commander of a pub¬ 
lic vessel abroad is at liberty, unless under peculiar circumstances, 
to decline such visits as were made to the St. Lawrence by the sover¬ 
eign authorities of countries with which it is our interest to cultivate 
amicable relations. The interchange of such civilities exercises a 
decided and beneficial influence, while, at the same time, the naval 
preparation and efficiency of our county is most wisely and humanely 
•displayed ; and for the payment of this sum your committee refer to 
the action of Congress in similar cases. 

“ [See naval appropriation act of February 20, 1833, section 5, 
allowance to Master Commandant John D. Sloat, $1,360 ; civil and 

..diplomatic appropriation act of March 2, 1833, allowance to Captain 
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Daniel Turner of $1,182 78, and to Captain George W. Storer, $500; 
act of July 7, 1838, for the relief of Captain Daniel T. Patterson, 
allowing him $3,391 ; and act of June 17, 1844, for the relief of Cap¬ 
tain Charles W. Morgan, allowing him $4,200.] 

11 Your committee are not aware of any precedent for the payment of 
the last specification. Its expenditure, however, took place under 
peculiar circumstances, at an interesting and exciting period of the 
political movements of Europe, and was governed by the most patri¬ 
otic considerations. The ancient borough of Southampton pass, by 
the acclamation of its authorities, a resolution the most complimenting 
to our flag and our people; and with its entire population sought to 
honor both. These courtesies were recited and remarked upon with 
approval and pleasure by the people of Great Britain generally, as 
tending to connect more closely and firmly America with Britain ; 
and had they been received with indifference, or with the common¬ 
place and ordinary acknowledgments, he would not have met the just 
expectations of his government and people, nor would he have pursued 
that course which the interests of the navy and the peaceful and happy 
intercourse of the two countries seemed to dictate.” 

Your committee further report that a bill in conformity with these 
facts was reported to the Senate during the first session of the thirty- 
fourth Congress, and passed that body, but was not acted upon by the 
House. 

Adopting fully the views set forth in the above extract from the 
report made to the Senate, your committee would report a bill, and 
recommend its passnge. 



) 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-12-29T01:19:37-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




